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PETITION FOR RULEMAKING

Minnesota Public Radio ("MPR"), by its attorneys and

pursuant to section 1.401 of the Commission's Rules, hereby

petitions for rUlemaking to amend the Commission's Table of

FM Allotments (Section 73.202(b) of the Rules) to add Channel

*223C2 to Buhl, Minnesota, and reserve the channel for

noncommercial educational use. This would be the first radio

service allocated to that community.

As detailed in the attached engineering analysis

prepared by Doug vernier, Channel *223C2 may be assigned

consistent with the FCC's spacing requirements as provided in

Section 73.207 of the Rules.

BUhl, Minnesota, is a community of 915 people and is

recognized by the united States Census Bureau. Therefore,

Buhl may serve as the city of license.

Although Channel 223C2 is not in the reversed portion of

the FM band, MPR requests that the channel be reserved for
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noncommercial educational use. MPR acknowledges that

commercial channels generally are not reserved for

noncommercial use. However, the Commission has recognized

exceptions to this policy where channels in the reserved

portion of the FM band are not available due to Canadian or

Mexican allotments and where the use of a reserved channel

potentially could cause interference to television operations

on VHF Channel 6.'

In the present case, both foreign allotments and Channel

6 interference problems prevent allocation of a reserved

channel to Buhl, Minnesota. The availability of reserved

channels is limited due to Canadian allotments. As a result

of these allocations and Buhl's proximity to domestic

noncommercial stations, only two channels in the reserved

band, Channels 209 and 211, potentially could be allocated to

Buhl consistent with Section 72.207 of the Rules. However,

as demonstrated in the attached engineering study, operation

from either of these channels would cause objectionable

interference to WSUP-TV, Channel 6, Superior, Wisconsin.

Thus, reservation of Channel *223C2 would be the only way to

~ comobabi, Arizona, 47 Fed. Reg. 32717 (July 29,
1982) (Mexican allotment); Burlington and Newport, Vermont,
45 R.R.2d 786 (1979) (Canadian allotment); West Lafayette,
Indiana, 3 F.C.C. Rcd 3625 (1988) (Channel 6); DUluth,
Minnesota, 4 F.C.C. Rcd 3763 (1989) (Channel 6); Crozet and
Dillwyn, Virginia, 6 F.C.C. Rcd 5159 (1991) (Channel 6).
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provide Bubl, Minnesota, with its own noncommercial

educational service. 2

If the Commission assigns Channel *223C2 to Buhl,

Minnesota, MPR represents that it intends to submit an

application for authority to construct and operate the new

station. If MPR's application is successful, it intends to

construct the facility.

Therefore, on the basis of the foregoing, MPR

respectfully requests the Commission to amend the Table of FM

Allotments by adding Channel *223C2 to Buhl, Minnesota.

Respectfully submitted,

By: (
Richard odorff
Todd M. Stansbury

of
WILEY, REIN & FIELDING
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 429-7000

Its Attorneys

November 5, 1993

In addition, MPR notes that reservation of Channel
*223C2 as a noncommercial channel would further the pUblic
interest by ensuring that the scarce financial resources
available to a not-for-profit entity, such as MPR, would be
devoted directly to improving radio service rather than
diverted to cover the cost of a protracted comparative
hearing against commercial entities.
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Dou. Vernier
BroadC••t Con.ultant
J600 PicturMque Drive
Cedar FaU., Iowa 60618

319-266-8402

On behalf of Minne.ota Public Radio ot saint Paul, Minn••ota a
frequency ••arch of the non-001'tlJllerolal .duoational FM baneS wa.
oarri84 out u.int o.ntral city Bubl, Kinn••ota c~ordlnat••• Tbi•
• tudy reve.led that while a chann.l wa. available , 'I.. of .ither
chann.l would eau.e interf.rence to the r.ception of W8UP-TV
(Superion, wisoon.in) at Buhl and Iron Junction. sinoe there are
no oth.r .tation. baving th••••• n.twork whioh .r. within •
viewing dietanc. .nd ain08 vi.w.ra in the 8ubl/Iron Junction area
depend upon reoeipt of the .t.tion for th.ir viewin9 and sinoe u••
ot an NCB channel havin; a re9iona1 coverage at 8uhI i.
un.coeptabl. under S.ction 73.525 ot the r.deral COmMunioation.
oo-.i••ion'. rul•• and r.;ul.tion., Kinn••ota Publio Radio h.r.by
r.que.ta the a••i9n.ent of coaeroial ohannel 223 ca to Buhl,
Minn.aota and that the allocation b. d.clared for eduoational u•••

v•• of chann.l 223 at Bubl will faoilitate a tully .paced cla•• C2
chann.l the tranamitt.r of whioh will provide the entire city of
Buhl with the required 3.16 .v/a or b.tter .19nal. Th. allocation
would b. the city'. first local ••rvic••

Minne.ota Public Radio intend. to i...diately apply tor th. obann.l
onoe the allooation i ••ad••

Page .2 and '3 of thl. .tat••ent i. a ohannel .tudy .howing 'that
the propo.e4 allocation oonfor.. to th. COMmi••lon'a apaoing
requlre••nts a. detailed in seotion 72.207 of the rul•••

Page '4 i. a 9raphio and tabular etucly showinq th. propo.eeS
ohannel'. u.able tran.mitter .it. are••

Page '5 i. a U.S.G.S. digital line map sbowing the ar.a to looate.

Pa98 '6 i. a map of the 47 dBu F(50-50), 9rade B, .1gnal oontour
of WSUP-TV. Thi••ap .bow. that Buhl i. jU8t at the edge of the
.tation'. 9raCS. B contour and that Iron Junction i. just inald. the
grad. B oontour.

Page '7 i. a .tat.ment of the qualifioations of the pr.p.r.~, Doug
Vernier.

, - Channel 20' or 211
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DOUG VBRNIER BROADCAST CONSULTANT .
1600 PICTURESQUB DR. CIDU rALLS IA. 50613

Kinn••ota Publio Rad10
New ohannel propo.al at Buhl

P. 4

REFBRlNCB
47 30 00 N CLlSS C3
92 46 00 W CUrrent rul.. .paoini_
------------------------ CHANNEL 223 - 9a.5 MHI

DISPLAY OATIS
DATA 08-aS-I3
SIARCH 0'-1'-'3

--~---~-.-~-~---------~~

CALL
TYPE

CR' CITY
IAT LNG

STATI DAR' D-J(K R-IOI JL\JtGIH
PWR HT D-Kl a-N1 (D)

-~----~--._------~~-~-~-------.-----------------_.------------------WSCDFM 225Cl Duluth MN 148.1 '3.13 79.0 14.13
LX CN 4& 47 30 92 07 04 70.000 kW 185M 57.' 4'.1

Minne.ota Public Radio, Ino. BLED811109KA
>COMMBRCIAL CHANNEL OPERATINC EDUCATIONAL

AD223 223A Park Rapid.
AD 46 55 20 95 03 30

R0gel" P••kvan

MN 24'.7 185.11 166.0 19.11
0.000 kW OK 115.1 103.2

RN8314 '30810

XKWQ 223Cl Warroad MN 301.1 244.5' a34.0 20.5'
LX CN 48 49 41 95 23 16 100.000 kW 141M 152.0 139.2

Demolee Communioation., Inc. BLHe'0830KB

XQRBFN 2230 Golden Valley
LI CN .5 03 30 '3 07 37

KQRI, Ino.

MN 185.8 272.80 24'.0
100.000 kW 315K 161.6 154.8

BUl910814K8

23.80

C'Z23 223C1 Warroa4 MN 308.8 348.'4 224.0 24.1.
CP eN 48 54 09 '5 22 37 100.000 kW 145M 154.1 139.1

Demol•• Communication., Inc. BPHe61002TI

WELYFM 221A Ely MN 57.1 80.72 55.0 25.12
CPoM eN 47 S3 40 11 51 50 6.000 kW lOOK 50.3 34.2

I BJL Broadca.tlng corporation BMPH'11205IC
>Specially -negotiated, .hort .paced cbannel

ADI21 221A Hermantown KN ISI.1 85.'2 55.0 30.'2
AD 46 48 47 IZ 14 51 0.000 kW OM 53.4 34.2

Bruoe F. Ilvin; RM8284 '30621
>PRM-sit. R••triotion 2 km Northe••t-Canadian concurrenoe required

KUMDFM 277Cl ~luth MN 148.2 92.65 27.0 65.65
LX CN 4& 47 31 92 07 21 ".000 kW 250M 57.' 16.'

Re~ent. of un1ver.ity of MM. 8LBD860310KR
>COMM!RCIAL CHANNEL OPERATINC EDUCATIONAL.

ALaPEN Za2C3 Hayward
AL N 46 06 47 '1 20 07

WI 144.7 188.17 111.0 71.97
0.000 kW OM 117.4 72.7

>Propo••d to Canada •• 81 l00423-Accepte4 '00702
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DOUG VDNIBR BROADCAST CONSULTANT
1600 PICTURESQUB DR. CEDAR FALLS IA. 50613

CLASS C2

P. 5

CALL
TYPB

CH' CITY
LAT LNG

STATE lIAR' D-KM a-1OI IW\QIN
PWR B'l' D-M1 R-Ni CD)

--~--~~~-~-----~------~---------~-------------~~-----------~~~~-----

>Eftective 10-7-'1-Re••rved for WRLSFM per 08'-620

WRLSFM 222A Hayward WI 14'.8 1'0.38 106.0 84.38
LI CN 46 01 14 '1 30 41 6~000 kW '8M 118.3 65.9

Vacationland 8roadea.tin" In BLB,a0710KB

A1,220 220A Atikokan
AL 48 43 28 '1 36 38

WCMPPM 221A Pine city
LI eN 45 54 07 12 57 25

WCMP Broadoa.t1n9 Co.

ON 32.3 161.08 69.0 92.0'
0.000 kW ON 100.1 42.'

KN 184.7 17'.24 5'.0 123.24
3.000 kW ••• 110.8 34.2

BLH7884
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DOUG VIRNIER BROADCAST CONSULTANT
1600 PICTURESQUE DR. CEDAR rALLS IA. 50613

IDRCHnt CO)

; IOCWQ

Minn••ota Public Ra410
Hew channel Propo.a1 at luhl

Data 08-25-93
CUrrent rule. .pao1n9.

-~--~~--~--~~---~------~CHANNEL 223 - 92.5 MR. ~~----------------------

CALL CHI CITY STATB liAR' D-l<M R-IOI MARGIN

WSCDFM 225Cl Dulu~h

AD223 2Z3A Park Rapid.
XJWQ 223Cl Warroad
~QRSFM 2a3C Colden Valley
CP223 2Z3Cl Warroad
WBLYFM 221A Ily
AD221 221A Hermantown
JroNDFM 277Cl Duluth
ALOPEN 2aaC3 Hapari
WRLSFM 222A Haywar4
AL220 220A Atikokan
WCMPFM 2alA Pin. City

MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
tIN
WI
WI
ON
NN

148.1
24'.7
307.1
185.8
308.8
57.1

152.7
148.2
144.7
14'.8

32.3
184.7

5'3.13 7'.0
185.11 115.0
244." 224.0
272.80 249.0
248.94 224.0
80.72 55.0
85.92 55.0
92.65 27.0

188.'7 117.0
190.38 101.0
111.08 ".0
178.24 55.0

14.13
1'.11
20.59
23.80
a4.'.
a5.72
30.92
65.'5 .
71.97
84.38
'Z.08

123.24



AREA TO LOCATE
DOUG VERNIER 9/93
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statement ot qualifioation. of the preparers

I, Douq Vernier, declare that I have .tu4ie4 en;ine.rinq at the
university ot Niobiqan and received d.,re•• from the university in
Broadca.t Teleoc.mun1cations, that J have b••n aotive in broadca.t
con.ultinv tor over 20 year.,

That, I •• oertified •• a Profe••ional Broadoa.t Bn9in.er , 50258
by the society ot Broadc••t Bn91neer., Indianapolis, In41an••

That, I have held a rederal communioation. commi••ion, Firat Cla••
Rac!1otelephone Licen.. oontinually .ino. 1'64. In 1985, thi.
llcense wa. reissuees by the couission a. a lifeti.e General
Radiotelephone lioen•• no. pc-16-laC64,

That, my qualifioation. are a matter ot reoord with the Federal
Communication. Comm1••10n,

That, I have been ret.ine4 by the petitloner, Minne.ota Public
Radio of saint PaUl, Minn••ota to prepare the .t~.ched application
and the technical exhibits appended hereto,

That, I do .wear that the technioal information oontained in .am.
d the facts at .d therein are true or .y knOWledge.

r

20, 1993


